RECOLLECTIONS AND REFLECTIONS
this question. The Professor said it was a difficult question to answer, there were so many things to be taken into consideration. He was asked, " Does it take four hours a day ? " He said, " Perhaps about that ". " What do you do the rest of the day ? " he was asked. " Well," he said, " some time was taken up in the preparation of his lectures." " What ! do you mean to say you do not know your lessons yet ? If one of our school marms did not know her lessons, we should soon get rid of her."
The preparations for the Presidential Election were in full swing when we were in Baltimore. It turned on the question of bimetallism and excited a quite exceptional amount of interest. The bimetallic candidate was Bryan, who was thought to have owed his nomination to his phrase " Thou shalt not crucify humanity on a cross of gold", which ran like wildfire through the country. McKinley was the other candidate, and he supported the maintenance of the gold standard. I never knew an election excite such bitter feelings. The language of some highly respectable people gave one the impression that, if they could have killed Bryan without any danger of being found out, they would have done so without a moment's hesitation.
After a most pleasant but too short stay in Baltimore we went on to Princeton for the delivery of my lectures, staying with Professor and Mrs Fine. Fine was the Professor of Mathematics and was a great friend of Woodrow Wilson, who, after he became President, wished to make him American Ambassador to Berlin. Fine, however, had to refuse it on account of the expense it would have entailed.
My lectures were very well attended and I was able to meet many of my audience under conditions more favour-170